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Fo the Right Hono itil 


T H 0 M AS 


Lord Viſcount WEYMOU TH. 


My Lord. 


His Diſcourſe do's of it Self Natu- 
| rally Point out Your Lordſhip 
firitr Paved Whom HER M a- 
JESTY has Choſen to Aſif H E Rin Thoſe 
Counſels, to which the W a R muſt Owe 
It's. Condutt and Fortune, and to Whoſe 


/ © Pru- 


| AC. 
Prudent and Faithful * SHE 


has-Entrufled-the Health-anud- 
the Nation, which 2 ene vos 
* N — 
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+ HER M 114 sfx + Dath gives 
Freſh Inflances of HER Wiſdom, in the 
Hidhpy mulftr ationf of: HEK Gadern- 
ment, ſo'au-Nothing more has S HE Shewn 
HER Policy, and a Judgment, 
than in Makng Your, Lordſhip fo\Confi- 
derable a Parr of It. Kan that 1, none 
cou d be a Greater Glory to He Ek R Neign, 
than One who was ſo Eminent an Orna- 
ment to That of Her Royal Uncle: Aud 
that No Miniſter of BH coud be ſo Ac- 
centable to Hu Country, as He that bau 
always Iixpreſsd ſuch a Zeal and Steadi- 
neſs, in, It's Service and True. Intereſt, 
and. Whom Nothing can d Bribe, or Be- 
tray, into a Court or Party,  avherem it 
ha any. ways deen 20 'be Endangerid d. 
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(_) 
The Cuntroulin len; that fur a Pre- 
vailing Eampl of the Meft Nuniug Worth 


and Probity muftCurooidably have upon the 
Nation, makes ibe Publick | [ndebted to 


Your Lordſhip, from Hhom it Receives 
ag mch Credit und Authority, as ir can 
Return in Truſt and Honour. WI 


aba not" Peefiane 10 Break, in upou 
v dur Bordſhips A , or Pretend to 
Twſtrnit the Worldinthat Gierke, which 
Tour Diſfuſtve Charity "makes Further:and 
Better Mioun, thun the mofi\ Unever ſal 
Eloquence can Spread :. And Whoſe 
Prudence in Diſpofing it to I hoſe, whom 
Their Conſcience an Honour have In- 


Whats come. a the Hands of the Uni- 
E Cler , may with Aſeurance 
Claim Your Lor ſhi ps Protecti on Who as 


 ® W much 


(Y 
1 formerly Adorndand Neat the 
One, as You now:Encourage and Maintain 
the Other: And have Equally ſhewn Your 
Afection to Both, in the Lrgorous Defence 
of T hat Church and Relizi gion, whereof 
You are ſo Dut! W a Son, 1 , ond ee an 


ANer tor. 


But the Particular Obligations I Have Re- 
ceiu d from Your. Lordſhip Require Me to 
make this Publick. ——. one of Your 
Favours, which will always Command Me 


to Own My. Self, with. the * ne 
0 ratitude aud 3 


My Lon; 
"Your Lordi hip 8 moſt Patiful 0 
Mlioſt Faithful and 


3 Moſt Affectionate Servant 
W y Sacheverell. 
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1 Chronicle, VI. 50 375 RC: 5110 2011 


15 Thy People, 20. ont fo I; ar a WY Tei, 
e H the way that Ten ſhalt ſend 
Them, and They Pray unto Thee toward 
* this City which? Tou haſt chaſen, and the 

 Houſe.which 1 OE. Hall for Thy Name : 

Then hear Thou from: the. - ey Their 
Prayer, and their We and Main- 
tain Their Cauſe. 


| Heſe Words are a Part of this Solemn Dedi- 
cation of the Temple, which God had ſo 
Peculiarly rais d up Solomon to Build, and. 
coin to His Name, and Worſhip. A Work 
of that Honour and Dignity, that od thought. 
no Architect fit to Contrive, and Finiſh, but One 
That He had more immediatl; yEndow 4 with the 
largeſt and moſt plentifull Share of Divine Wiſ- 
dom and Inſpiration. He that was to Build an 
_ Houſe for the Almighty to Dyell in, ought cer- 
tainly to have been a Perſon of no Mean or Vul- 
gar. Character, „but Qualify'd with ſuch an Ex- 
B | tenſiye 


n 
tenſive Soul, and Capacity of Thought, as might 
in ſome meaſure Enable Him, to Compoſe a Man- 
ſion not altogether Unworthy That Glorious and 


Incomprehenfible Being, that would Condeſcend 


to Reſide in it. For when, He whom the Heaven 
of Heavens cannot Contain, ſhould Vouchafe as 
twere to Confine His Omnip reſence to the nar- 


row. Bounds of Matter, more N to Converſe 
with Mortality: All the Glittering Wealth and 


Treaſure of Nature, Set off with the moſt Regu- 
lar Beauty,and CharmingEmbelliſhments of Art, 


were infimtely Poor and Low to Furniſh out a 


ng to Receive ſuch an Almighty Gueſt and 
Ir This was an Honour that God had 


peculiarly Reſerv d for the Peacefull Reign of this 


mY Prince, and which He had Refus d even His 

Royal Father, tho Dignify'd. with the diſtingui- 
ſhing Character of the Bie Approbation. Yet 
Tbole Hands that had been Imbrued in Bloud, 
and Stain d withthe Pollutions of Murder, were 


Rejected as Unworthy to Raiſe a Temple to En- 
tertain the Spirit of Innocence and Purity. 


The Divine Shechimah had been for a long time 
under a State of Pilgrimage in the Wandring Ark: 


And now the ye aiſb Polity andState were Settl d, 


to make Their Conſtitution Entire, God was Re. 
ſolx d to Fix the Place and Abode of His Glory, i 0 
the 


> a [3] FN 
the Eſtabliſhment of Their Ecclefiaſtical Wor- 
ſhipand Service. And after This Royal Deſqguer 
had rais d this Stately Edifice for that Sacred pur- 
poſe, We find Him Deſcribd in this Chapter 
with all the Solemnity and Pomp of Majeſty, as 
ſo Great an Office Requir d, entring into this 


Dwelling-place' of God, and Inviting the Al- 
mighty to Conſecrate the Workmanſnip of His 
Hands, with the more Immedate Reſidence of 
His Glory, Preſence, and Power. And that no- 
thing might be wanting to Compleat the Sacred 
Ceremony, We find the Inſpired King as twere 
Introducing God into his Own Houſe withall the 
Strains of Eloquence that Mortal Tongue cou d 
Expreſs. In this Dedratory Prayer He Enters 
into a Solemn Covenant with God, according to 
His Previous Promiſe, to Engage his Bleſſed Pro- 
vidence always to Reſt upon This Holy Place, 
continually to Aſſiſt His People, that ſhou'd Re- 
ſort thither, to Implore His Aid in all the Neceſſa- 
ry Datys and Affairs of Humane Life. That He 
would Here Prefide oyer the Adminiſtration of 
Publick Juſtice, in the Detection and Puniſhment 
of Perjury, that on an humble Repentance He 
wou'd Deliver Them from His Four Great Judg- 
ments of Drought and Famine , Peſtilence and 
the Sword, that He wou d Graciouſſy upon Con- 
— - feſſion 
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 ſefſion! Forgive all Their Sins; Relieve Their 


Wants, Deliver Them from Their Enemys, 
and Guide, and Support Them under tlie Doubt- 
full, and Hazardous Attempts of W. AR. V "Ou 


Peoples oout to War, &c. 


All which Words are not to be Underſtood as 
the Meer Naked Petitions: of a Prayer; but as 
ſo many Heads, and diſtinct Articlꝭs of a So- 
lemn Leagus, or Covenant, Herè made between 
God and Mankind, : afterwards Ratify'd and 
Confirm'd: by a Pofitive Vijonam Promiſe, as 
well as the External Tokens of His Good-Plea- 
ſure, and the Manifeſtations of His Glory, in 
Mighty Thunderings, Thick Clouds of Dark. 
neſs, and Deſcending Rite 

Neither can Theſe Matters be Reſtrain d and 
Limited to the mid Temple, and Nation 
alone, and ſo to Expire with That Oeconomy, 
but are Extended to all Ages and Parts of the 
Chriſtian Church, whereof They were only 
Types and Shadows. And that becauſe They 
Contain Dutys of a Moral Nature, and Obliga- 
tion, Founded on the Eternal Laws of Natural 
Religion, and the Principles of Reaſon and Ju- 
ſtice. Which Theſe Words in the Text muſt 
in particular be allow d to do. I ſhall therefore 
Conſider Them as a Political Maxim and Mo- 


ral 


1 
ral Precept , Comprehending | J Two Pro- 
. 

I. Firſt here is Couch da 5005 dition, that 
1 Juſt Grounds, and Lawfull Cauſes, 
any Nation may Declare and make WaR 
upon Another, imply'd in that Expreſſion, 
be go out to War againſt Their Ene- 
_ by the Way that God ſhould fend 
_-.... 
II. Secondly here is laid down a Poſitive 
Duty and Obligation that All Nations lye 
under, in Caſe of the Declaration of ſuch a 
WAR, to Seek to God with a Solemn Hu- 
miliation, and Repentance, for His Aſſi- 
ſtance and Succour to Maintain Their 
Cauſe or Right. | 
1 ſhall not here in the Proſecution of the Firſt 
Head, enter upon the General Proof of That, 
which ſo many Learned and Better Perſons have 
done before, and which has been a Trite and 
Standing Common. Placè among the Civil Law- 
pers, e d, and Allow'd by all People in the 
World; namely , that any Nation may make 
WAR upon Another, in Defence of Their 'True 
Rights and Privileges. . But I ſhall (as I think 
my ſelf Oblig'd by the Duty of the Day ) taking 
That for Granted, State ſome of the moſt Con- 
B 3 | ſiderable 
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ſiderable Particular Cauſes, which muſt be Al- 
low d as Juſt and Legal Grounds, for any Nation 
to Declare, and Make WAR upon Another, and 
by applying Them to Our Own Circumſtances, 
ſhall endeavour to Juſtify, and Demonſtrate, the 


Prudence, Juſtice, and Honour of HER M a- 


JESTY, in the Preſent Proceedings againſt 
France and Spain. 


I Confeſs indeed that the Publick Actions and 
Intereſts of Princes and Nations are not ſo much 


the Proper Subjects of Debate, either in This 


Place, or of Private Perſons. Yet conſidering 


the Unzver/al Danger that Threatens Us on Eve- 


ry Side, and this Nice Juncture of cAfairs, 
wherein All Things ſeem to Conſpire either in 


an Inevitable Ruine, or an Eſtabliſh'd Happineſs 


to Our E/tates, Libertys and Religion, and that 


not only to Our Selves, but Poſterity : There 


cannot be a Stronger Motive urg d, to Induce Us 


to Expreſs Our Zeal, and true Allegiance to Our 


Soverargn , Church, and Nation, than to ſhew 
how much it Depends upon Us, and what Con- 


vincing Reaſons require of Us, Heartily to Enter 


into This 7ſt Cauſe, Unanimouſly, Readily, 
and Freely to Support HER MAIES T x under 
it, and Feryently and Affectionately to _— 

| Succel: 
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Succeſs upon HR R Arms and Conduct, and an 
Happy Deliverance out of It. 


1 hall not here Trouble You with an Enume- 
ration of All the Several Cauſes the Ciuiliaus have 
Aſſign d as the Zu? Grounds of WAR, but ſhall 
Select, and Infift upon fuch Particulars , as are 
Manifeſtly and Indiſputably atlow'd by All- the 
Laws of Nations and Arms. And theſe [ ſhall 
reduce ta Three Heads, as 


I. Firſt, Thoſe that concern the Maintaining 
the Publick Faith. 

IL Secondly, Thoſe that Reſpect the Vindi- 
cation of the Honour of the Crown. 

III. Thirdly, Thoſe that Relate to the Pre 
vention of the Great and Apparent Dangers 
which at this Time Threaten the Peace, 

Welfare, and Tranquillity of Europe. 

1. And firſt for Thoſe that concern the Main- 
taining be Publick Faith. The Only Natural 
Way: that. Mankind can lay an Obligation on 
One Another, is by Covezantand Compact, from 

which Fountain "All Croit Laws take Their 
Origin, and are Deriv'd. The very Foundation 
whereof, is Bottom d on that Mutual Truſt, that 
We Repoſe in the Veracity and Fidelity of Each 
Other. As long as Men cannot Diſcern the 


We of T 1 "wy Deal and Converſe 
| with 


9 
with, there can be no Other Principle, that They 
can Safely Act upon. Now This Truſt, the 
Higher the Conditions and Object of it is Advan- 
ced, muſt Equally. Riſe in Proportion in the 
Obligation. As tis Tranſacted between Man 
and Man, or Collective Bodys and Societys, tis 
Eſtabliſn d, and Supported by the Power of Po- 
ſave Laws , which are made to Decide the 
Controverſies, to Redreſs the Grievances, and to 
Puniſh the Delinquencys of Pravate Perſons in 
1 Their Reſpectiue States. But Princes and Na- 
| | tion lye not under the Power and Suhjection 
f of Theſe Juriſdictions and Laws, as Common to 
each Other; They have a Greater and an Higher 
Court to Appeal to, and Laws of more Exten- 
ſive Force, and Capacity, to Determine Their 
Controverſies by. And Thoſe are what Man- 
kind, for the Preſervation and Peace of the 
World, and in Compliance with the Neceſſity 
of Humane Affairs, have by Commons Conſent 
Eſtabliſh d, and are Known and Diſtinguiſh'd, by 
the Univerſal Title of te LAW OF NaTIONS 
and AR Ms, and are in Concurrence with, and 
Subordination to the Law of Nature , and the 
Divine Law, the Great Standing Rule and Mea. 
_ fare, of the Juſtice and Actions of States and 
Princes, Now the Main Eſtabliſhment... and 
you Ratifi- 


To] 


Ratification of Theſe Laws, Depends upon the 
Strict and Juſt Obſeryation of Leagues, Alllian- 
ces, Compacts, and Treatys : which are the 
Sacred and Tnviolable Tyes of Union and Friend:- 
ſhip betwixt Kings and Kingdoms, and are the 
Great Rampart and Barrier of Equity amongſt 
Them. Theſe are the Peacefull Cement that 
holds all the Jarring Parts and Principles of the 
World together in an Amicable Concord, and 
keeps Them from Flying out into Ruine and Con- 
fuſion. How Grand and Indiſpenſable an Obli- 
gation therefore muſt Theſe Conditions of Uni- 
on lay upon Mankind! Thoſe that cannot be 
Tyed up by ſuch Fundamental and Sacred Re- 
ſtraints, Infringe the very Bond of Society, Break 
in upon the Standing Rules and Meaſures of all 
Civil Polity, and do, what lyes in Their Power, 
to bring the World into Diſcord and Deſtruction. 
Such Men have been always juſtly Abhor d as the 
Common Enemys of Mankind, and certainly by 
All the Laws of._Nations and Arms ought to be 
Treated as Such. Were. there any Greater Pu- 
niſhments for em than War, all the Dire Conſe- 
quences that attend it, are too Little, to Chaſtiſe 
ſuch Baſe and Diſhonourable Treachery, and the 
Loſs of a Throne ora Kingdom, not a Sufficient 
Reparation for Such Diffuſive and Univerſal In- 
Jurys. C Now 


[ 107 
Now to Apply what has been Said to Our Own 
Preſent Purpoſe. After a Long, Dangerous and 
Expenſive * which Our < Aſpiring Enemy 
had Embroil'd All Europe in for many Years, 
finding Himſelf Declining, his Country Depopu- 
lated, 155 Exchequer Exhauſted, his Armys Dif 


courag'd as well as his Counſells Baffl'd and De- 
feated, with many Fruitleſs and Unſucceſsfull 
| Attempts, He was at laſt brought (not out of a 
Deſire of Peace) to ſubmit Himſelf to a Capitu- 
lation, and to Treat with Thoſe Enemys, whoſe 
Kingdoms He had Spoil'd, whoſe Rights he had 
Invaded, and whoſe Dominions He had ſo long 
Encroach'd upon, and Uſurp'd. In this Solemn 
Treaty He Engag d Himſelft to Diſgorge and Sur- 
render all His ill-gotten Power, and Every thing 
ſeem d Concluded for a Laſting, Happy, and In- 
violable Peace to Europe. But This Treaty was 
Obſerv d juſt as Religiouſly as the Former : For 
all this Solemn Engagement was Contriv d only 
for a Blind, a Snare, and a Trepan, more Dexte- 
rouſſy to acco mpliſh Thoſe Ambitious Defigns by 
Fraud and Artifice, which He was not Able to 
obtain by Open Force and Power of Arms. 
As in This Confederacy Our Nation had Born 
ſo Great a Part and Character, that It Chiefly 
ee it with Money, Suſtain d it with 
Arms 


J. 

Arms and Forces, Maintaind it with It's Coun- 
{ell and Conduct and in Effect gave it Life, Pow- 
er, and Succeſs, ſo was It Oblig d to Stand by 
It's Alliance, and to Draw It's Sword in Vindi- 
cation of Them, againſt This Open Violence, 
Injuſtice and Oppreſſion. Such a Scandalous 
Violation of the Publick Faith as This, Back't 
and Aggravated with all the Bloudy Declarations 
of Malice, Hoſtility and Revenge, were certain- 
ly too Juſt a Ground for Us to Enter into a Was, 
toPumiſh the Treachery , and Repreſs the Inſo- 
lence of a Prince, whom no Honour can Per- 
ſwade, no Conſcience Reſtrain, no Juſtice Com- 
mand, no League or Treaty Oblige: and Who 
ke the Strong Man in the Goſpel, is to be Bound 
with no Chains and Fetters of Civil Society, but 
Breaks thorough all the Laws of Nature and of 
Nations. And as this War is very Just in the 


Defence of Our  Allzes, ſo is it no leſs Neceſſary 
in Defence of Our Selves, as tis. 


2. Secondly, a Vindication of the Honour of 
the Crown. The Higheſt Indignity and Affront 
in Nature, that can be Offer d to any Crom d 
Heaa, is Calling i in Queſtion the Rioht and Title 
of It's Power and Authority. For this is down- 


right Flying in the Face of Maheſty, Trampling 
2 upon 
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upon Its Soveraignty, and Denying It's Vice. Oe- 
rency.It is Giving the Lye to the Perſon Sitting on 
the Throne, and deriving no Leſs a Reproach than 
the Blackeſt Uſurpation and Treaſon upon the 
moſt Sacred Character. It is a fort. of Yerbal 
Aſſaſſination, a Stab upon the Royal Dignity, a 

Blaſt upon the Sceptre and Diadem, and a De- 

throning the Perſon that Bears them. But yet 
This is not All; it is not only a Perſonal Brand 
upon the Prince, but ought to be confider'd as 
an Univerſal Affront upon an Whole Nation: It 
is Mocking and Deriding that Wiſdom and Di- 
vine Right, whereby the Crown is Plac d upon the 
Head of Majeſty. This therefore is a Diſgrace- 
full Reflection upon a Kingdom, it is a National 
Contumely and Diſda in upon a People, Tamely 
Submitting to an Illegal and Surreptitious Power, 
Thruſting Their Servile Necks willingly into a 
Forreign Yoke , and paying an Extorted Allegi- 
ance to a wrong Soveraign. And tho this is 
ſuch an Extravagant pitch of Inſolence and 
Abuſe, as nothing but as Unparallell d a Mercy 
can Forgive, or as Juſt Revenge Puniſh, or as 
extraordinary Satisfaction Attone for; yet even 
This Affront admits of a more Exaſperating and 
Tranſcendent Aggravation. To have a Forreign 
Prince, even in the Time of Peace Preſume to 


take 
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take upon Him the Office of a Superiour, a 
Mediatour, and Umpire of the Throne, to Diſ- 
poſe of the Right and Title of Our Government, 
is Such a Superlative Injury, that Hiſtory cannot 
Parallel, and Poſterity will hardly Believe. That 
He ſhould not only be Guilty of this Crime 
Himſelf, but Engage — Prince in the Same 

Abuſe, is yet an Additional Provocation to it. 
But now, if the Right of HER PRESENT 
Maj Es Tx to the Throne had not been ſo Clear 
Manifeſt, and Undoubted, as even HER very 
Worſt Enemy s muſt Acknowledge; had HER 
TITLE not dn Devolv d upon H E R, by a Long 
Succeſſion of HER Royal Anceſtors; had S H E 
not been Proclaim'd, as twere by the Voice of 
God in the Univerſal [Joy „Satisfaction, and Una- 
nimity of HER Subjects; had not even HE R 
Perſonal Merit, — from That, made 
HE R Worthy ofa Brighter Diadem than SHE 
Wears; What Jurisdiction has any Forreign 
Prince over Our Nation? What Claim can He 
lay to Our Service and Vaſſalage? Or 2vho made 
Him a Lord and a Judge over Us? This is a 
Quick and Speedy way of Conquering a People, 
and as twere Proclaiming Us into Slavery. 

A Nation can never be too Jealous of Its O77 
An. or too Tender of the Reputation of Ir 
0 q-- ----- SoVe- 
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Soveraign. Where That is Struck at, it Sullys 
the Brighteſt Jewel in the Crown. For tis That 
which is the very Life and Soul of Power and Au- 
thority, tis the Great Tye and Bond of Allegi- 
ance, the Main Motive of the Fear and Terrour 
of Our Euems, tis That which Animates Our 
Army s with Courage, keeps Our Laws and 
Traffick in Countenance, That gives Support to 
the Sceptre, and fixes Awe and Reverence upon 
Dominion. When This is once Blonum upon, it 
Taints Majeſty, and Corrupts Imperial Quali- 
ty. It Shakes the Pillars of Greatneſs, and as 
twere caſts a Kingdom into an Earthquake and 
Convulſions. And now what Reſentments can 
be Sufficient for ſuch Preſumptuous and Provo- 
king Indignitys? Had HER MaJEsTY not 
Declared War upon Such Enes, She muſt 
have Forfeited HER Oum Honour, and Proſtitu- 
ted the Intereſt and Dignity of H E RN Peopte. The 
Prince that wou'd have put up Such Affronts, 
and not Drawn His Sword, in Vindication of 
Himſelf and His Subjects, had been Juftly Re- 
proach d io have horn the Sword in Vain, not as 
the Miniſter of God, and a Revenger to Execute 
Wrath upon Him that dos Evih. Certainly if 
ever twas drawn in the Cauſe of FuStice and in a 
Time of the Moſt Fatal and Prefling Neceſſii 


E 


it 


17 } | 
it is at Preſent. And this will ſtill appear fur- 
ther, if We come in the Third Place to Conſider, 
III. The Great and Apparent Dangers, which 
at This Time Threaten the Peace, Wellfare, and 
Tranquillity of Europe, which make a WAR ab- 
ſolutely requiſite to Prevent, And truly how 
Great Thoſe Dangers are, Our Uuiverſal Fears 
will better Apprehend, than My Particular 
Words Deſcribe. To Paint a Scere of Horrour, 
which lyes Opento EveryOne's View, 1s giving 
as Unneceſſary, as tis an Ungratefull Proſpect. 
Our Enemys have been too bold Aggreſſours to 
raiſe inUs only Fealou/ys and Ungrounded Fears: 
Thoſe that think there is not too much Cauſe 
for Them, will Sooner Fee/ than be Convince d of 
the Truth. Þ 3 25 
Ambition is a Boundleſs and Inſatiable Luſt, 
and very ſeldom Confin d to the 7487 Limits of 
a Princes Dominions; where it's Territorys are 
Largeſt, it is generally ſeen to be moſt Reſt- 
leſs and Uneaſy: It is an Active and Ercroach- 
ing Vice, always Getting Ground, and ſtill Thir/- 
ing, the More it Swallows. It therefore high- 
ly concerns a Prince, for His own Safety , al- 
ways to carry as Watchfull an Eye, over the 
Motions and Deſigns of a Potent Neigbbour, 
as over thoſe of an Open, Reſolute, and De- 
clar d 
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clard Enemy: When Mighty Forces are Rais d 
and Maintain'd, and a Numerous Fleet Equip'd 


- and Set out, ſuch Preparations for Wa n, tho 


in the time of Peace, give a Sufficient Umbrage 
for Guard and Caution at leaſt. And where a 
Prince by a Monſtrous Growth of Power, Riſes 
to be an Over-Ballance for His. Neighbours , 
and Adminiſters Juſt Cauſe of Fear and Suſpi- 
cion, it has been always Held Lawfull for Them 
to Enter into a Confederate and Defen/rve WAR 
for Their Common Preſervation. But tis moſt 
indiſputably certain, if This Power is Gain d by 
Encroachment and U ſurpation, and Maintain'd 
by Force and Hoſtility, and not onely becomes 
Formidable and Dangerous, but is Actually In- 


jurious to Princes and States about i it, the Law 


of ce Arms and Nations Permit any One, laying 
aſide the Conſideration of the Can/e, and much 
more if Exgag d in it, to Join in WAR with 
the Weaker Prince, for His Aſſiſtance; againſt 
a Powerfull, Over. bearing and Exorbitant Ad. 
ver/ary both in point of Honour, Safety, and 


FuStice. And this is a Caſe Univerſally Granted 


by All Stateſmen, Divines, and Crvih-Lawpers. 
Now This is manifeſtly the Common Cauſe 
of Europe, which loudly Calls for the Joint 
Aſſiſtance of Al its Powers, and in which 5 — 
rince 
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Prince will be Oblig d to Engage, that has any 
Regard for His Dominions, any Concern for 
His Liberty, any Love for His Crown, or any Care 
for His Subjects. And certainly ENGLAND has 
a more than Ordinary Obligation to Join hearti- 
ly into the Confederacy, from the Succeſs of 
Whoſe Arms We muſt expect the Preſervation of 
Our Conſtitution, the Safety of Our Church, and 
the Proſperity of Our Government. Which cer- 
tainly are as Juſt as they are Neceflary Motives 
to Oppoſe an //hmael, whoſe Hands are Aeainſ? 
every Man, and every Man's Hands Aeainſt Him. 
From what has been ſaid I ſuppoſe it evi- 
dently appears, on what. Lega/ Grounds and 
Cauſes, HER MaJEsTy has enter'd into the 
Preſent WAR, which if ever any in the World 
did, ſtands undeniably Juſtify'd by the Laws of 
Nature and Nations, by the Meaſures of Juſtice 
and Equity, Neceſſity and Honour. And what 
greater | Encouragement can We have, with 
Boldneſs and Aſſurance, to make Our Addrefles 
to God, to Proſper fo Good an Undertaking, to 
give an happy Event and Iflue to ſuch a Right- 
full Cauſe, to Crown Our Arms with Victory, 
and to make them as Succe/s/ull, as they are 7u/? 
and Honourable | Which brings Me to the Se- 
cond Propoſition contain'd in the Text, namely 
Wh II. The 
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IL The Poſitive Duty and Obligation that 


All Nations lye under in caſe of the Declaration 
of ſuch a WAR, to ſeek to God with a Solemn 


Humiliation and Repentance, for His Aſſiſtance 
and Succour to Maintain Their Cauſe or Right. 
And This I ſhall endeavour to make evidently 
to appear by ſhewing on what Reaſons it 1s 
Grounded. As, | 

1. Firſt, Becauſe WAR is an Appeal to God 


for the Juſtice of a National Caule. Imperial 


Dignity is ſeated Above the Cognizance of Law, 
and there is no Bar to 4rrazzn Majeſty at, but 
the Tribunal of God. The Throne is above 
Subjection, and as tis in it ſelf the Fountain of 


All Juriſdiction, is Liable to none but what is Su- 
periour to it, and that is the Divine Alone. There- 


fore the Quarrells and Controverſys of Kings and 
Kingdoms, as they are Independent of one ano- 


ther, can be Decided in no Court of Fudicature, 


but the Field of Battle, where God Preſides as 
the Great and Supream Lord and Judge of Life 
and Death, that gives Victory to Kings, and ſaves 
his Servants from the Peril of the Sword, that 


ſets up One and pulls down Another, and ad- 


miniſters Juſtice by the ſole Determination of 
His Will and Power. He is the Great Media- 
tour and Mighty Vmpire, that here gives Sen- 


tence. 
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tence o er His Vice-Gerents,. and concludes the 
Fate of Princes, and the Fortune of Nati- 
ons. The onely Satisfaction that Imperial 
Reſentments will admit of, is by the Deci- 
ſion of the Sword: and where the Publick Right 
or Honor is Violated, Publick Reſtitution is 
to be Requir d and Given, which if Deny d or 
Conteſted, leaves it in the Power of the Injur d 
to Vindicate themſelves, to ſeek Juſtice in the 
Deſtruction of their Enemys, and to Walſh away 
the Stain and Affront in the Bloud of the Injurers. 
When neither the Laws of Nature or Civil Equi- 
ty can bring a People to a true Senſe of their 
Duty, and a Diſcharge of Juſtice, theſe are the 
Laſt Compulſive Means, to Strike Terrour into 
the Offender, and to Extort Right out of Their 
Power. This is Grounded on the very Firſt 
Principle of Nature, that allows Mankind te- 
pell Force with Force. Upon this Account of 
the Deſpotick Dominion, that God, the Great 
King of Kings, and the Abſolute Monarch of the 
World, Exerciſes in the Diſpoling the Events 
and Iſſues of WAR, He has been Pleasd, among 
the Reſt of His Glorious Attributes, to Aſſume 
This, as His Diſtinguiſbing Title, Ex preſſi ng His 
Autority, of being he God of Peace and War ; 
a Title, whereby He ſo „l ei 

18 
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His Sovereign Power in Scripture, as if twere 
the Great Badge, and Viſible Character of His 
Omnipotence. If W ar is therefore ſo Solemn 
an Appeal to God, for the Juſtice'of a National 
Cauſe, how Highly dos it Concern Us, to make 
Our Plea to appear Juſt and Equitable before 
This Supream Fudge , that He may Decide in 
Our Favour, and that We may Retain Thoſe 
Bleſſed Advocates in Heaven to Plead in Our 
Defence, that We be not Caſt in This Dread- 
full Court, where the Sentence will be Exe- 
cuted in nothing but Rout and Confuſion, Bloud 
and Ruine! And This will ſtill Appear more 
Neceſſary, if We come to Conſider a Second 
Reaſon whereon this Duty is Grounded, Namely 
2. The Great Dangers and Uncertainties that 
Attend WAR. As the Events of WAR are of 
the Greateſt Moment and Importance, as being 
the Grand heel, upon which All the Affairs 
of This World are Turn'd, and the Fortunes of 
States and Kingdoms Depend, ſo in Nothing is 
the Over-ruling Power of Providence ſo Viſible 
and Controuling, as in the Diſpoſure, Manage- 
ment, and Adminiſtration of Them to it's Own 
Ends and Purpoſes. I ſay 20 27's Own Ends and 
Purpoſes. For tho They oftentimes lye ſo In- 
tricate, Remote, and Obſcure, that We are Apt 
| | | to 
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to Accuſe its Conduct, and to Blame it's Juſtice, 
in the Deciſions of Victorys, and the Revolu- 
tions of Governments, wherein Injury and Uſur- 
pation often get the Upper-hand: yet in This 
Appeal, that the World makes to God, for the 
Right or Wrong of Their Cauſe, We muſt not 
Conclude the Divine Determination and Counſel 
from This or That Particular Scene of Action, but 
take the Whole Body and Series of Providence to- 
gether. Which tho it may ſeem to have ſome In- 
conſiſtencys in its Several Parts, will Appear in 
the Entire Compoſure of it Strictly Uniform, 
Coherent, and Agreeable. Vet how Many Lit- 
tle Accidents do's it make uſe of to Bring about 
Its Grand Deſigns! Eſpecially in the Events 
of WAR, which ſeem ſo wholey Guided by Blind 
Chance and Fortune, that the Wieſt Policy and 
Conduct Joind with the moſt Powerfull Strength 
and Force, cannot give the leaſt Certain Afſu- 
rance of Victory and Succeſs. For all Policy 
Depends upon nothing but Forecaſt and Proba- 
ble Conjecture, and where one Lin Fails, the 
Whole Chain is frequently Broken and Uſeleſs, 
and it lyes in the Power of the Leaſt Accident in 
Nature to Baffle and Defeat it. It is a Miracle, 

if what depends upon meer Caſual and Condi- 
tional Eyents, Obtains it's Ends. For what Con- 
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fidence can be Plac d in that Force and Strength 
which is Subject to Such Innumerable and 12 
viſible Contingencys, Againſt which tis impoſſi- 
ble with the utmoſt Caution & Sagacity to Raiſe 
any Fence or Guard? How many Arms that 
thought Themſelves Secure of their Enemys, 
have Found to Their Amazement Both Their 
Deſigns and Themſelves Ruin d, by the Little 
Advantage of Ground, the Paſs of a Niver, a 
Sudden Surprige, an Undermining Stratagem, 
the Alteration of the Feather, the Fall of Sou 
or Rain, the Miſunderſtanding a Mord given, 
the Spreading a Falſe Rumour or Alarm, nay 
the Start of an Hor/e, the meer Error of the 
Eye, or the Information ofa De/ſerter > Which 
ho Overturn d All Policy, made Power Impo- 
tent, and Victory unexpected. How many 
Fleets have been Diſſipated witha Mi, Broken 
and Sunk with a Sorm, and Blown up with a 
Spark of Fire? $So that the Final Sentence of a 
whole Kingdom, has oftentimes been Pronounced 
ina few Syllables of a Verbal Miſtake, and a meer 
Guſt of Wind has Blaſted the Fortune of an 
Empire. And now what Dependance can be 
Plac d upon ſuch Fickle, Slippery, and Uncertain 
Cauſes? That have Defeated the Expectations 
of the Greateſt Generals, and always make: d 
tne 
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the World that Succeſs is not to the Wiſe , nor 
the Battle to the Strong, but Time and Chance 
happens to Them All. That tis nothing with 
God to Help, whether with Many , or with 
Thoſe that have no Power, And that where 
His Providence” Interpoſes, a Small Company 
ſhall Routa Mighty Army, One ſhall chaſe an 
Hundred, and an Hundred ſhall put ten Thou- 
ſand to Fight. Theſe are Truths that All Hi- 
ſtorys Sacred and Prophane are but One Univer- 
ſal, and Concurrent Proof of. 

If WAR is thus a Kind of Lottem, in which 
Mankind Throw at random for Their Lives and 
Fortunes, and ſo many Thouſand Hazards Sur- 
round one Single Prige, can any Truſt be laid on 
a Lucky Caſt, or an Adventrous Dye? How 
often has it been ſeen, that ſome Generals of 
known Abilitys and Experience, of Prudence 
and Cunduct, have been Forc d through the Per- 
verſneſs of an // Fortune, that has always, like 
an Evil Genius, Haunted and Attended Them, 
and Thwarted their well-laid Policys , and De- 
figns, to Sit down with the Shame and Confufi- 
on of a Deriding World , and to bear the Re- 
proach of a Character, They never Deſerv'd ? 
On the Other hand, how many Raſh, Inconfide- 
rate, and Unskilfull Officers, haye in ſome _, 

re- 
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Precipitate, and Unadvis d Exploits, by the un- 


merited Favour of Fortune, inſtead of Cenſure and 
Scandal, obtain d a Name and Credit, that was 


never Owing to Their Forecaſt or good Manage- 


ment? This Unaccountable Conduct in Humane 
Affairs, which the Blind World has Miſcall d 
by the Name of Fortune, is the Unſearchable 
Guidance of an All- wiſe Providence, Baffling and 


Counter plotting the Shallow Projections of Rea- 


fon, and Over-ruling and Dire&ing Them, not 
only Beyond, but Be/ide their Own Powers, and 
Tendencys. This 1s that which like a ſudden 
Flaſh of Lightning from Heaven, has often Bla- 
ſted the Laurels on the Heroes Head, Chang d 
his Crown and Sceptre into Chains and Fetters, 
his Throne into a Dungeon, and his Victory and 

Triumph into Conqueſt and Captivity. 
There is in Military Tranſactions, as in the 
ther Offices of Men's Lives, ſome certain, In- 
confiderable, and unobſery'd Points and Criſes, 
that give a New Turn to the Whole Scene of 
Affairs, to the Wonder and Aſtoniſhment, not on- 
ly of the Sbectators, but of the very Actors 
Themſelves, who are Manag'd as fo many 12. 
ſtruments and Machines, to Accompliſh what 
they never Defign'd , and to Bring about what 
they never knew was in their Power. Since 
therefore the Dangers and Uncertaintys of War 
| are 
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are ſo Great, that it lyes not in the Compaſs of 
Humane Force and Policy, to Promiſe Them- 
ſelves Succeſs in Their Attempts, which are ſo 
Irrefiſtibly Over rul d by a Superior Power, that 
Manages this Game as it pleaſes, and by an Invi- 
fible Hand makes the Movements, and Diſpoſes 
of the Fortune of the Day; what Greater Mo- 
tive can there be, to Induce Us to Look up to 
That Good Providence, with an Humble Truſt 
and Confidence in Its Mercy, Beſeeching It to 
Proſper Our Arms, to Maintain our Right, and 
to Crown Our Endeavours with Succeſs. Which 
will Appear to be the Wiſeſt Policy We can 
Follow, if We conſider a Third Reaſon This Du- 
ty is Grounded on, namely 

3. That it will Engage God to be on Our 
Side, and to Vindicate our Cauſe. The Prime 
and Fundamental Principle of Religion, is Truſt 
in the Divine Goodneſs, Juſtice , and Power, 
Founded beſides it s Reaſons, on the Reward that 
neceſſarily Attends it. And the Words of the 
Text (as I ſaid before) imply a Covenant be- 
tween God and Man, Promiſing this Reward, 
upon the Conditions of the Right of the Cauſe, 


and the Solemn Invocation of the Divine Aﬀiſt- 


ance. In which Caſe God has Condeſcended to 
lay an Obligation on mu Juſtice to Defend, and. 
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His Mercy to Relieve a Nation Labouring under 
Injury and Oppreſſion. Such a Confident Ap- 
peal as 'twere Devolves the Controverſy upon 
God, Engages Him in the Quarrel, makes Him 
not only a Judge but an Advocate, nay (if I may 
be Allowd ſo to Speak) a Party, and Confede - 
rate in the Diſpute. As Oppreſſion is the High- 
eſt Act of Injuſtice; and that ſeems to Caſt the 
- Greateſt Reflection and Affront upon Provi- 
dence, ſo the Puniſhment and Suppreſſion of it, 
is the moſt Noble Vindication of the Divine E- 
quity and Honour,' aud as twere a Viſible and 
Glorious Diſplay of the Supream Soveraignty 
and Dominion. Tt is in This, that Heaven ſeems 
to Triumph over the Powers of Darkneſs, and 
to Aſſert It's Kingdom and Prerogative upon 
Earth. This is fo Eſſential a Part of the Di- 
vine Character, and ſeems to Expreſs fo much 
of the Intrinſick Goodneſs of His Nature, that 
the Scripture always Repreſents Him under 
this Kind and Benevolent Title. And the Au- 
thority that He has Lodg'd in His Vice-Gerents 
for this Purpoſe, carrys in it the Neareſt Re- 
ſemblance, {mage and Superſcription of the 
Godhead. He therefore Requires nothing more 
of Us, than to make Our Caſe known in His Pre- 
ſence , to lay Our Complaints before Him, to 

Sub- 
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Submit Our Selves to His Determination and 
Judgment, to Cy unto Him in Our Trouble, and 
He zuill Deliver Us out of Our DiStreſs. Om- 
nipotence never ſhews it Selffo Bright and Con- 
ſpicuous as in the Relief of the Afflicted, which 
ſeems to be as twere the Darling Office of the 
Almighty, and for which His Son is ſaid, to 
have Cloath'd Himſelf in Our Fleſh, 70 be more 
Senſibly Touch d with Our Infirmitys. As the Di- 
vine Compaſſion Involves in It's Notion both 
Will and Power to give Succour, it is the High- 
eſt Obligation betwixt God and His Creatures, 
and the Fundamental Principle and Motive of 
all Homage and Adoration. And what Stronger 
Argument can there be for a Truſt in Provi- 
dence, than that it cannot, or will not, Fail 
and Diſappoint the Expectations of it's Depen- 
dants? Out of the Innumerable Inftances that 
might be brought to Illuſtratè this Matter, I 
ſhall mention but One, that ſpeaks very Home 
to the Prefent Purpoſe. The Reubenites being 
under à very Great and Prefling Diſtreſs from 
Their Enemys, who were likely to Over-power 
Them with Force, and to Cut 'em off with a 
ſwift Deſtruction, Fly in an Humble Suppli- 
cation to God for Deliverance out of the Una- 
voidable Danger. Whereupon it is ſaid, that 
SI\ E 2 They 
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„ They were Help d again/t Their 
4 Enemys, and'they were Deliver d 
into Their Hand, and All that were with Them, 
For They Cd to God in the Battle, and He 
Was intreated of Them, becauſe They put their 
Trust in Him, and there Fell down many Slain, 
becauſe the War was of God. It was the Prin- 
ciple even ofthe Heatheniſb Religion, that They 
cou d not go out to War with Succeſs without 
a Solemn Invocation of Their Gods. They were 
Senſible that as a Superiour Power Preſided ore 
Theſe Important Events, ſo twas Highly Re- 
quiſite to Engage it in Their Favour. It is not 
Sufficient that Our Cauſeè be in it Sei Juſt, till 
tis Heard and Inpleaded in the Court of Heaven, 
and then We may expect a Deſinitive Sentence 
on Our Side. And if God thus Sends Us out to 
Battle, We may be ſure We ſhall be Safe Acting 
under the Almighty's CoM MISSION, that He 
will go forth with Our Armys, and ſend his De- 
ſtroying Angel, with a Mighiy Hand, and a 
Stretched out Arm, with the Sword of Divine 
Vengeance Drawn and Brandiſh'd ore Our 
Heads, Both to Defend Us with a Shieldfrom 
Our Enemys, and to Satiate and Glut it Self in 
Their Blood and Deſtruction. He will Teach 
Cur Hands to War, and Our Fingers to _ ; 
e 
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He will Gird Us with Strength to the Battle, 
amd give Us the Necks of Our Enemys, He will 
ſhoot out His Arrows, and ſcatter them , He 
will ca8t forth His Lightnings, and Deftroy 
Them. Thus Providence ſhall Encamp about 
Our Hoſts, and give Life to Our Courage, Con- 
duct to Our Generals, Succeſs to Our Policys, 
Victory to Our Arms and Confuſion to our 
Adver/arys. But 

4. Fourthly, This Solemn Invocation of the 
Divine Aſſiſtance, Join d with a Publick Humi- 
liation and Repentance, will be a Means to 
Avert Thoſe Judgments that were otherwiſe 
Due to Our Sins, and which We ſhou'd have 
Reaſon to Fear might Prevent the Succeſs of | 
Our Arms, and Provoke God to give Us up to 
the Will of our Enemys. Let the Cauſe of Our 
War be never ſo 7487 in Its Reaſous, never ſo 
Honourable in its Degus, never ſo Legal in Its 
Proſecution , yet the Sins of ſome Particular 
Perſons engagd in it, and much more of the 
Whole National Body „ may be ſufficient”, to 
Unhallow and Illegitimate the One, to Corrupt 
and Defile the Other, and to Fruſtrate and Diſ- 
appoint the Third. The Diſobedience of a Single 
Jonas, was enough to raiſe a Tempeſt in the 
Winds and Waves, and was a Burden that had 


. like 
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A like to have Sunk the Veſſel, together with All 
His Iunocent Companions. But Publick and 
National Sins, can Receive only this Publick 
and National Pumiſhment; This is the Proper 
Scene for General Juſtice, to Signalize it's Au- 
thority upon, and God may with the Higheſt 
Equity take this Occaſion, to Chaſtiſe a Wick 
ed People, and to Expiatèe Their Crimes in the 
Effuſion of Their Bloud. Whilſt the Guilt of a 
Kingdom is Loud and Clamorous, it may Stop 
and Drown the Cryes and Prayers of the Op- 
preſs d, and Draw down Vengeance inſtead of 
Mercy. Upon ſuch Reaſon and Neceſſity was 
That Law Grounded, that God gave to the eus, 
When the Hoſt goeth forth againſt Thine Ene- 
ms, Then keep Thee from every Wicked thing. 
Dent. 23.9. As if there was a more than Ordina- 
ry Obligation for a People on ſucha Solemn Oc- 
caſion, to ſtand Clear and Juſtify'd in the Sight of 
God, to Entitle Them to His Favour, and to ren- 
der em meet for a Deliverance, and Worthy of 
the Succeſs of thoſe Great Events, which are the 
Arbitrary Iſſues of His Providence. Triumph 
and Victory are the Blefs'd Rewards of Juſtice 
and Innocence; and the only way to Obtain the 
Oe, is to Shew Our Selves Poſſeſs dof the Other. 
Repentance and Humiliation are at all times 
| the 
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Duty of Our Lives, as being the Neceſſary Ex- 
iations of thoſe Errors that continually attend 
em. But there are ſome Seaſons and Opportu- 
nitys, that Require a more Solemn, Devout 
and Publick Exerciſe of em, and Thoſe are un- 
der any Unzver/al Calamity and National Con- 
cern. And certainly nothing can more Affect 
the Welfare and Happineſs of the Publick, 
than the Events of War ; which whether it 
Succeeds Well or Ill, muſt certainly be a Great 
Burdenupon a Kingdom, and muſt bealways in 
it ſelf Conſider d as a Puniſhment for Sin. 
Whence come Wars and Fightings? (ſays St. 
James) come They not hence even of Tour Luſts? 
As if They were not only the Product, but the 
Natural Correction of Vice. And therefore tis 
always in Scripture Rankt in the Dreadful Num- 
ber of God's Judgments, and Marches in the 
Head of Divine Vengeance. And David lookt 
upon it as ſuch a Pernicious Miſchief to a Nati- 
on, that He choſe rather to ſuffer the Depopu- 
lation of His Dommions by the Swift Deſtructi- 
on of a Peſtilence. It's ill Conſequences are ſoo- 
ner Felt, than Deſcribd : It is the Abſtract of 
Injury, Inſolence and Revenge, the Parent of 
Hoftility and Murder, the Inſatiable Drain of 
the Bloud and Treaſure ofa Kingdom, and a Sub- 
8 | verſion 
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verſion of it's 1 Rights, and Privileges, and 
therefore never to be Undertaken, but when an 
una voidable Neceſſity Demands it, as is too Evi- 
dent in Our Caſe. When therefore the Hand of 
God is thus Viſibly upon Us, and All that is Near 
and Dear to Us lyes in Danger , what Reaſon 
have We to Fly to Him in Supplication and 
Prayer, that He would Avert thoſe Judgments 
We "logs Juſt Cauſe to Fear, and that He wou'd 
Interpoſe with His Power , to Maintain Our 
Right, againſt all the Aſlaults and Invaſions of 
Our Enemys! And this woud be 
5. Fifthly, the Greateſt Incouragement Both 
to Our Selves and Allyes, to Proſecute Our 
Defigns with Alacrity and Vigour, and to car 
on the WAR with the utmoft Courage, Confi- 
BD dence and Reſolution. And theſe are Qualitys 
| that ſeldom Fail Obtaining Their Ends, 2 
| Crowning their Endeayours with Succeſs and 
| Proſperity. For having thus Reconcil d God to 
Us, and made Him Our Friend, a Good Cauſe 
will give an Invincible Life and Spirit to It's De- 
fenders, It Invigorates Them witha Noble Hope, 
and a Conquering Aſſurance, Excites the very 
Soul of Action and K indles Honour, Emulation 
and Bravery: It Defyes Oppoſition, Sharpens 
Our Reſentments, Sets an Edge on Our _— 
je an 


t 


and is a certain «Anticipation of Victory and 
Triumph. 


Laſfly, Prayer is an Abſolutely Neceſſury, 
and Conditional Means of Succeſs in WAR. Te 
Fight and War (ſays S. James) yet Te have 
not 2. Te As not, Eph. c. 3. v. 2. Prayer is 
doubtleſs the moſt Proper Refuge to God in all 
Diſtreſs, it Relieves Our Thoughts, Unloads the 
Mind, and Fills it with Lively and Chearful 
{dens of Hope and Confidence: It Imparts and 
Communicates Our Troubles, and Tranſlates and 
Lodges Them upon Omnipotence. But in this 


Matter, Its Power is Miraculous and Aſtoniſn- 


ing, it has Bafll d the Force and Order of Nature, 
Defeated the Wiſeſt Conſells and Policys, Van- 
quiſh'd the moſt Formidable Srength and Arms, 
and has as twere Viſibly Brought the Almighty 
down upon Earth, in the Diſplay of His Sove- 
raignty and Glory. How did it Change the Im- 
placable Hatred and Reſentments of Eſau, into 
the Tendereſt Kindneſs, and moſt Brotherly Love 
and Compaſhon ! How often did it Deliver the 
Ifraelites when Their Dangers Afforded no Viſi- 
dle Eſcape! When Moſes s Hands were Erected 
towards Heaven, They Fetch'd down Bloud and 
Slaughter on the Amalekites; as if Victory De- 
ey; and 1 Turn d and * 

by 


| [34 ] 
by the Motion of His Arms. Did not Jo/buaBe- 
ſiege Jericho witha Prayer, Diſmantle the Strong 
City witha Petition, and Scale the Walls, and lay 
'em Flat with an Intercefſion? Did He not with 
This Stop the Great Courſes of Nature, and make 
the Sun and Moon Obedient to His Command? 
Did not This Eſtabliſh Heze&zah in His Throne, 
and bring down the Deſtroying Angel upon the 
" Aſſrians, Cover the Earth with Their Ruins, 
and Lay That Proud Emperour as Low as His 
Hoſt? What ſhall I ſar more? for the Time wou'd 
fail Me to tellof Gideon, and of Barak, and of 
Sampſon, and of Jeptha, of David \ alſo aud Samu- 
el, and of the Prophets. Who throug h Faith ſub- 
| aued Ki nedoms,wwrought Righteouſneſs, obtain d 
Promiſes, Stopt the Months of Lions, quench d 
the Violence of Fire, ont of Weakneſs were made 
Strong, wan'd Valiant in Fi gbt, turm d to ow 
ö the Arms of the Aliens. 
Thus Our Prayers will be the Beſt Weapons 
| We canuſe Againſt Our Enemys; They will Re- 
| 
| 
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coil and Fall like ſo many Fery Darts am Hea- 
ven, as Elijah s Flaming 9 5 s upon the Heads 


} of His Adverſarys. For on ſo Solemn and Impor- 
| tant an Gerson tis to be Preſum d, They Will 
—_ Want no Qualifications to render em Effectual 
at the Throne of Grace. For if an Univerſal 

3 Danger 
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Danger can work upon Our Fears, ifthe General - 
as well as Particular. Intereſt of the Nation on 
Our Hopes and Deſires, if the Juſtice and Equity 8 
of Our Cauſe on Our Faith and Dependance on 
the Divine Mercy and Goodneſs, if S Safety of 
Our Religion, % Preſervation of Our Country, 
the Eſtabliſhment of Our Con/titution, can move 
Our Zeal, Affection or Compaſſion, certainly Our 
Devotions on all theſe Accounts will be Wing d 
with a Pathetick Force, and Irreſiſtible — 2 
And tis Impoſſible They ſhou d Return Empty, 
when Humility, ens and Importunity are 
to make way for, and to Introduce Them into the 
Preſence of God. What higher Engagements can 
We have for the Sincerity "Ig Integrity of Our 
Addreſſes? With which They cannot but Succeed: 
and athout which, They wou d be ſucha Solemn 
Moek, and Blaſp rag Deriſion of Omnipo- 
tence, ſuch a * Pitch of Impudence 
and Hypocriſy, as wou d Juſtly Call down all the 
Vials of Divine Wrath & Everlaſting Vengeance, 
to be Pour d on Our Om Guilty Heads, inſtead of 
Our Enemys. How juſtly might God Anſwer Us 
in the Words of the Prophet, "Behold Je Fast for 
Strife and Debate , and to Smitèe with the H of 
Wickedneſs. Te [ball not Fast as Te do this Day, 
to make Tour Voice to be beard on high, But tis 
F 2 to 
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Camp in themidſt of His People, and De- F . 
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to be Hop'd the Following Words are more Ap- 
plicable to Our Caſe. Is not This an Acceptable 
Day to the Lord? Is not This the Fa that I have 
choſen? To looſe the Bands of Wickedneſs , to 
undo the Heavy Burdens, and tolet the Oppreſ- 


ſed gofree, and that Te break every Toke? Theſe 


are doubtleſs the Good Deſigns of This Day's So- 
lemn Humiliation, and as We have the Greateſt 
Reaſon to Implore Succeſs, upon Them, ſo T hope 
We need not Doubt of the Bleſſing attending 


them, that God ſhall Guide us continually, that 


Our Light ſhall break forth as the Morning, and 


Our Health ball ſpring forth ſpeedily, that Our 


Righteouſneſs ſhall go before Us , and the Glory 
of the Lord ſhall be Our Reward, and that He 


 willmakeUs the Repairers of the Breach, and the 


Reſlorers of Paths to Dwell in. For God _ 
breaketh the Battles, and Pitches. His Judith 


livers them out of the hand of the Perſe- 5 * 
cutors. Tho' Aſſur come with Thouſands 

in His Army, whoſe Multitude hath ſhut up the 
Rrvers, and their Horſemen cover the Valleys ; 


Tho He has ſaid that He woud Burn up Our © 


Borders, and Kill Our Joumg Men with the 

Sword, and daſh the Sucking Children agaimst 

the Ground, and make Our [nfants as a Prey, 
an 


125 1 
and Our Virgins a Spoil, Tet the Almighty e 1 
all bring Them to Nought by the "14 of an 
WOo MAN. 


_ Thus I hope it Appears for what Good Reaſons 
Hk MA] EST has been pleas d to lay HER 
Commands on Hex Subjects, for the Solemn Ob- 
ſervation and Service of This Day, and on what 
Legal Grounds, in Compliance with Their re- 
peated Requeſts, and the Mature Deliberation 
of HERR Council, SE has enter d into This 7% 
and Neceſſary War, and how Much We are all 
Bound, both in Duty to God, and Our Soveraign, 
a8 well as Our Own Intereſt, Unanimouſſy and 
and Heartily to Aſſiſt and Su port HER, under 
This Great Undertaking, as br as Our Prayers 
and Eſtates, Lives and Fortunes can Serve Hrs, 
All which ſo Vifibiy Depend Upon it's Succeſsand 
Event. 

And certainly ſuch Great and Threatning Dan- 
gers ſhou'd have Their Juſt Effect upon Us, and 
Unite Us as much in Our Reſolutions and Affecti- 
ons, as they do in Our Common Intereſts, Appre- 
henſions, and Troubles. It has been God's Great 
Mercy, that the Sword has not yet Paſs'd 

through Our Own Land, and that Our Country 
has not been the Seat of That Bloud and Ruine 
Our Neighbours have Endur d. If We are wil- 
ling to Provake God's Indignation againſt Us, to 
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| vringdown ſo Dreadful a Judgment upon Us, We 
cannot take a more Effectual Way todo it, than 
by Our Diviſions and Unnatural e among 
— Our Selves. Theſe will Infall ibly bring That De- 
ſtruction, Both upon Our Church and Nation, 
which neither the Malice, Wit, or Power of Our 
Enemys cou id ever yet Accom} pliſh. And which 
They will never be Able to — if We are True 
to the Good Old Principles of Our Enghſb Church 
and Our Eugliſſh Government. Theſe are the 
Grand Barriers and Supports both of Our Liber- 
7ys and Religion, and when We Tranſgreſs or Re- 
cede from thoſe Ancient, Sacred and Inviolable 
Boundarys, We muſt expect that Our Fundamen- 
tal — will Shake and Totter. It will 
be found an Infallible Truth, that an Innovation 
in Either will Subvert Both. It has been the 
Peculiar Bleſſing of God's Providence to this Na- 
tion, that ifit has Permitted an Arcidental De- 
viation from Either, it has at Laſt brought 
Things into Their True, Proper, and RghIfu. 
Channel again. 

But let Us not Flatter Our Selves. Neither 
the Profeſſion of the Pureſt and moſt Apoſtolical 
Religion in the World, without the Conſtant 

and Sincere Practice of 1 it, can be Sufficient to De- 
liver Us out of the Hands eyen of an — 


£0999 ] 
and 1 Enemy. That will but Ar 
vate Our Miſery, and — Us uit hout Excuſe, 
if We Ne welt fo great Salvation. And without 
This, ler he Wiſe Conſtitution of Our 
Government and Laws, nor the moſt Refin d 
Policies of our Parliament and eMmiſtry, nor 
the Strength and Number of Our Armies Heets, 
and Confederates, nay nor the Care, and watch- 
full Vigilance, the Courage, Reſolution and 
Conduct of Our GENERAL, nor even the Pie 
ty and Prudence of THE QUEEN can Avail 
for Our Good, or be Able to Secure Us the 
Leaſt of Thoſe Bleſſings We Enjoy. _ 

In a word, let us make God Our Friend by 
Serving Him, and His Vice-Gerent, as We ought, 
to the Utmoſt of Our Power: and tho' there 
is ſo Formidable a Conjunction of the 77 
Greateſt Powers in Europe, yet let Us not Fear, 
but that God can quickly Divide and Scatter 
both Them and their Policies, and put a Fatal 
Stop to Their Infolent, Encroaching, and Am- 
bitious Deſigns. If WAR is Expenſtue, let Us 
conſider that an Inglorious Peace will be Dearer. 
And let Us Convince Our Enemies, that We 
are more Ready to Gzve All, than to Looſe All. 
In ſhort , as it has Pleasd God's Providence, 
through fo many Dangers and Difficulties, 5 
Raiſe 
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Raiſe up and Preſerve HER MaJjtsTy, to Reſtore 
and Eſtabliſn, IDeclining Church and A Stnh- 
ing Nation, in Their Pure Forms, and Original 
Conſtitutions, ſo let Us beſeech God to Carry on 
theſe Glorious Undertakings with Succeſs, that 
SHE may be Able to Reſtore and Settle the Peace 
of Exrope in its Juſt Rights and Limitations, and 
that as He has Beſtowd a Crown upon Her in 
This World as the Reward of Theſe Heroic and 
Pious Deſigns, ſo after a Long Reign Here, He 
would Advance Her to an Higher Throne in Hea- 
ven, and Dignify Hzx with a Glorions and Im- 
mortal Crown hereafter in the World to come. 


